THE SAXON KINGS
had been encouraging a combination of the southern
States against, among other Powers, Austria. On Sep-
tember 26,1733, Prance allied herself to Sardinia by the
League of Turin, which had as its object a new partition
of Italy. She also entered into the treaty of the Escurial
with Spain, as against Austria on the one hand and
Great Britain on die other. By the latter Treaty, Spain
was concerned with France in the war of the Polish
succession.
Stanislaw urged upon France an instant invasion of
Saxony as the only way to free Poland of Augustus. But
he himself was far from safe in Danzig, from which place
the Russians desired him to be driven before aid could
reach him from the sea. At the end of 1733 General
Lacy was dispatched against this port with a force of
20,000 men at his disposal. He was obliged, however,
to detach troops to hold Warsaw, where Stanislaw could
still count on powerful support; also it was necessary
to garrison Thorn and other Polish towns as he passed
them, and his force had dwindled to 12,000 men when
he arrived before Danzig. The district swarmed with
hostile guerilla bands, and Danzig itself was protected
by good artillery, well served by French and Swedish
gunners. Lacy himself had no siege guns, and ex-
perienced great difficulty in conducting an investment at
all. In March of 1734 he was relieved by General
Miinnich, with reinforcements. But now occurred a
difficulty with Frederick of Prussia, who would not per-
mit the necessary siege artillery to pass through his
territory; and on this account little progress could be
made.
On 20th May, a French fleet, under La Perouse, arrived
to relieve Staniskw, but it was too small, the total number
of men being but 2,400. They were quickly followed
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